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274 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

Les foyers nouveaux. Par Dr. Remy Collin. Paris : Bloud et Cie, 
191 2. Pp. viii+176. 

A physician of Nancy, an enthusiast in the movement to secure 
dwellings for working people in which they can bring up families \mder 
wholesome physical and moral conditions, describes the French co- 
operative building societies and furnishes the most recent statistics of 
their progress. His argument is that these co-operative societies have 
a high social value because they are adapted to the beliefs and senti- 
ments of the people, they satisfy the desire for individual property, they 
provide for large families, and their separate houses are best for health 
and morality. He teUs of the obstacles encountered, appeals to employ- 
ers to subsidize the associations and aid them with counsel, and urges 
government to promote the movement by loans from the national savings 
funds. 

C. R. Henderson 



Die Irrihumer der StrafjusHz und ihre Ursachen. Von Dr. Erich 
Sello. Erster Band : Todesstrafe und lebenslangliches Zucht- 
haus in sichterlichen Fehlspriichen neuerer Zeit. Berlin: 
Decker's Verlag, 1911. Pp. 523. 
This large volume is the fruit of laborious examination and reproduc- 
tion of cases when courts have made mistakes and where the life of the 
accused was at stake. It would seem unnecessary to prove that judges 
are human and therefore fallible if many of them and their flatterers had 
not set up for themselves exemption from such infirmities. Indeed no 
sensible man expects of courts entire freedom from error. If there is a 
high degree of fairness, patience, and learning it is all the public has a 
right to ask. But just because we must look for no more than the highest 
degree of probability we should abolish irreparable penalties, like mutila- 
tion and capital punishment, and we should provide indemnities for 
persons manifestly the victims of public injustice. The vast collection 
of facts here presented ought to have consideration by those who think? 
or act as though they believed that courts can do no wrong, that the 

public agent is always right. 

C. R. Henderson 



La protection des faibles. Par Georges Roudel. Paris: Dorin 
et Fils, 1912. Pp. 291. 
The General Secretary of the International Bureau of Public and 
Private Relief, inspector for the French Government, has published 



